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• e Purpose of the Minnesota Herpetological Society is to:

·  Further the education of the membership and the general public in care 
and captive propagation

·  Educate the members and the general public in the ecological role of 
reptiles and amphibians;

·  Promote the study and conservation of reptiles and amphibians.
• e Minnesota Herpetological Society is a non-pro® t, tax-exempt orga-
nization. Membership is open Newsletter is published monthly to provide 
its members with information concerning the society'sto all individuals 
with an interest in amphibians and reptiles.  • e Minnesota Herpetologi-
cal Society activities and a media for exchanging information, opinions 
and resources.

General Meetings are held at Borlaug Hall, Room 335 on the St. Paul 
Campus of the University of Minnesota on the ® rst Friday of each month 
(unless there is a holiday con ̄ict). • e meeting starts at 7:00pm and lasts 
about three hours.  Please check the MHS Voice mail for changes in 
schedules  or cancellations.

Ads or Notices must be submitted no later than the night of the General 
Meeting to be included in the next issue. Longer Articles will be printed 
as time and space allows and should be in electronic File format if possible. 
See Inside back cover for ad rates. 
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• e Minnesota Herpetological Society
Attn:  Newsletter Editor
Bell Museum of Natural History
10 Church St. SE.
Minneapolis, MN  55455.0104
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MHS VOICE MAIL: 612.624.7065 
MHS WEBPAGE: HTTP://WWW.MNHERPSOC .ORG
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MNHERPSOC

MINNESOTA HERPETOLOGICAL SOCIETY 
OCTOBER 2008            VOLUME 28              NUMBER 10President                         

Jennifer Hensley            
Starbrst72@msn.com

Vice- President           
David Dewitt                 
DDewitt777@comcast.net
                                                                  
Treasurer                      
Nancy Haig
nanchaig@citilink.com
    
Membership Secretary     
Chris Smith
mhsmembership@gmail.com
    
Recording Secretary      
Ellen Heck       
LNHeck@msn.com
    
News Letter Editor 
James Soos
mhsnewseditor@yahoo.com
    
MEMBERS AT  LARGE
Jeff LeClere                 
Reptilia74@aol.com
    
Pete Kazeck                     
Sunglowboa@rock.com
    
Christina Dunathar          
christina.danathar@gmail.com  
     
Kathy Claugherty         
kathy@iguanaresource.org

COMMITTEES

Adoption                        
Sara Richard
realsarah@aol.com

Education                       
Jan Larson
jan.skunkhollow@juno.com

Library 
Carmelita Pfar

Webmaster
Anke Reinders
theMHSwebmaster@yahoo.com

1

Cover Animal the Brazilian Rainbow 
Boa with owner Renee Valois.
By Victoria Housewright



2

THE NEWS LETTER OF THE MINNESOTA HERPETOLOGICAL SOCIETY              OCTOBER 2008            VOLUME 28              NUMBER 10

Hello Members,
       September has been a crazy month. I hope we are all looking forward to seeing Kathy Love! Just a heads up Kathy has 
invited Dav Kaufman back to " lm her speaking, I will again have an area set up that will guarantee you are not " lmed if you do 
not wish to be. I also wanted to personally thank all those who have been volunteering at the Renaissance Festival and give a 
particular shout out to those people that are being recognized this year for multiple years of service by Mid America Festivals the 
list is as follows:

10 Years - 
Caitlin Holmstrom

 
15 Years -

Michael Backer
 

20 Years -
Linda Bittner
Fred Bozman
Liz Bozman

Judith Brum" eld
 

30 Years -
Marla Backer

 
Congratulations to everyone on their achievement and for their continued support at the MN Renaissance Festival.

Have a great Month! Please do not forget the November meeting has been moved to Nov 14th to accommodate the Midwest 
Symposium that will be held in Michigan please see the website for more information!
 
Thank you all!
Jennifer

A LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT

Greetings to all from the Sunshine state, some of you may or may not know I’m on temporary assignment in Florida.  During my free 
time I’m trying to visit reptile shops, alligator farms, and herp shows, in August my daughter Amanda came to visit so we could at-
tend the reptile breeder’s expo in Daytona Beach.  We met a lot of new people, some who are on my list of potential speakers for our 
meetings in 2009.  I also need your suggestions for speakers and topics.  Who do we want to come and speak?  I welcome your input, 
feel free to email me or call; I would also like to thank the board members and members at large who are covering for me during my 
absence.  Thanks again, see you soon! - 

SINCERELY, DAVID  DEWITT.

OUT OF THE OFFICE WITH THE VICE PRESIDENT.  

A WORD WITH THE NEWSLETTER EDITOR
I would like to thank everyone who helped with this issue by submitting articles and pictures this month.  Remember this is your 
Newsletter and with your help it gets better and better every month and I thank you. 
October will be a big month for us at the MHS due to having 2 speakers this month and Dav coming back to Film again. 
I also like to thank a few Members, who helped educate us at our last month Meeting, Chase with his Reticulated and Spotted Python 
and Sonja Koomlo for her Madagascar Tree Boas. October will be another great month to bring and show us some of your critters 
during Critter of the Month. I hope to see you all there. 

Thanks again  for Reading - Jim Soos
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The speaker for September was Frank Ziegler.  Frank 
spent 2 years in Romania with the Peace Corps.  Original-
ly he was part of the environmental program, and eventu-
ally did some teaching of English.

  The geography of Romania is divided between moun-
tains (the Carpathians in the center of the country), hilly 
areas surrounding these and lowlands, including the 
Danube, and its large delta on the Black Sea.  It’s main 
areas are Transylvania, Dobrogea, Moldavia, Maramures, 
Oltenia, Wallachia and Banat.  The country is mainly ru-
ral, and the agriculture organic, more or less by default.

  Large tracts of land were taken by the Communist Party, 
which are now being converted into parks.  Unfortunately, 
the downside to the Communist legacy includes unregulat-
ed pollution, extremely dense urban areas and an uncaring 
attitude towards the environment.  According to Frank, 
however, this attitude is changing, most notably among 
the younger segments of the population, and there has 
been a huge reduction in pollution since the 1990’s.

  Some of Frank’s time was spent in Brasov, the 7th largest 
city in Romania located in Transylvania.  It is famous as 
being the site of the Black Church, one of the few Luther-
an gothic churches around.  Here Frank found an number 
of lizards of the lacerta genus, including viridis (European 
green lizard) and agilis (the sand lizard).  As is common 
with many species, the males are more brightly colored 
than the females, especially during mating season.  He 
also came across a species of glass lizard anguis fragilis, 
also known as the slow worm.  They grow to about 20” 
in length and can shed their tail and have it grow back, 
although it seldom grows to its former length.

  Nearby is the village of Zarnesti, nestled by the Piatra 
Craiulu Mountains and park.  Working in the park on 
a project with the rangers, Frank helped count yellow-
bellied toads bombina variegata.  These tend to be fairly 
small little toads, with a dull mottled blue-gray back and 
bright yellow to orange spots underneath, including on 
the limbs.  The skin tends to loose and the toads look like 
“they’re wearing pajamas”.  These toads have a triangular 
pupil.  They also found bufo viridis, the green toad.  These 
have spots across their backs that range from green to 
dark brown, so individuals can vary widely in appearance.  
They are also fairly toxic.

  In Costesti, Frank found several species of newts.  This 
is a smaller village, further south near the Buila-Vantu-
rarita National Park.  Mesotriton alpestris and lissotriton 
vulgaris have recently been renamed, as the triturus genus 
was broken up into several smaller groups, although alpes-
tris is the only one in its group at this point.  The males 
are very colorful during breeding season, turning a bright 

blue.  Vulgarus, by comparison, stays relatively plain.

  The true frogs, rana dalmatina (agile frog), rana arva-
lis (moor frog) were encountered several places.  Most 
unusual may be the pelophylax group.  These consist 
of the ribundus (marsh frog), lessonae (pool frog) and 
their fertile offspring esculentus (green frog).  The 
green frog is also known as the “edible frog”.

  The salamandra salamandra, or ! re salamander, is one 
of the best known salamanders in Europe.  They can 
vary from mostly black with a few yellow stripes to 
mostly yellow.  Orange or red will sometimes appear 
in place of the yellow.  Tree frogs, like hyla arborea 
occur in eastern Romania.  This little frog can vary in 
color from gray-brown to bright green and the males 
have a pair of vocal sacs.  Lissotriton montandoni, the 
Carpathian newt, is found in a wide variety of habi-
tats throughout much of central Europe.  Frank found 
one laying her eggs at the water’s edge, rather than in 
deeper water, but assumed she knew something about 
the seasonal water level that he didn’t.

  Frank did make a trip down to Sulina, in the Danube 
Delta.  This delta is one of the largest in Europe and 
considered to be the best preserved.  Here the high-
lights were bombina bombina (red-bellied toad), which 
are dark and mottled on top with bright red blotches 
underneath.  They can be slightly toxic to humans.  The 
snake natrix natrix (ringed or water snake) can vary 
in color from gray to black and is related to the garter 
snake.  Like the garter, their primary diet is amphibians 
with occasional digressions to mammals or ! sh.  They 
also play dead when threatened.  Crested newts triturus 
cristatus and dobrogicus made an appearance.  Males 
as usual are the more brightly colored.  Emys orbicu-
laris, the European pond turtle, has a high domed shell 
and can hibernate up to 7 months at a time.

  The Macin Mountains are one of the oldest ranges 
in Romania.  Frank took several excursions into the 
mountains, the second time with Dan Kogalniceanu, 
a well-known Romanian herpetologist.  They found 
zootoca vivpara (vivaporous lizards), the Greek tortoise 
testudo braeca, coronella austriaca (smooth snake), 
dolichophis caspius (great whip snake, which has also 
recently undergone taxonomic reclassi! cation) and the 
viper vipera ammodytes.  Also found was scolopendra 
cingulata. which is a large centipede – and which in my 
snake-loving opinion has far too many legs.

www.herp.it

www.amphibiaweb.org
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By Ellen Heck

HERPING IN THE LAND OF DRACULA, 
NADIA  COMANICI AND CEAUSESCU
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Kathy Love will be the guest speaker this month, addressing us on 
the history of the corn snake’s rise to prominence as the world’s most 
popular pet snake.  Her 25+ years of experience with that species 
makes her among the most experienced breeders in the pet trade today.  
Her PowerPoint talk will feature slides tracing where corn snakes live 
in the ! eld, the development of various corn morphs in captivity, and 
a history of the shakers and movers who made it all happen.  She’s an 
enthusiastic speaker on her favorite subject, and will make it obvious 
tonight"  
 
Kathy operates her business, CornUtopia, in Alva (near Ft. Myers), 
Florida where she maintains a large private collection of hundreds of 
corn snakes (Elaphe guttata), and a few other special projects.  Over 
the years, she has introduced many of the popular color and pattern 
morphs gracing our cages today.  In addition, she is co-author of The 
Corn Snake Manual and Corn Snakes, The Comprehensive Owner’s 
Guide -  the current “mini-Bible” on the care and reproduction of corn 
snakes.   

OCTOBER SPEAKERS: 
KATHY LOVE: 

Our Second Speaker for the night will be Dr. Amy Kizer comes to us from Lexington Pet Clinic. 
She will be giving our Herp society a brief presentation on common veterinary concerns in reptiles.  
Dr. Kizer graduated from the university of Minnesota in 2002 with a degree in Veterinary Medicine.  She has a special 
interest in exotic animals including ! sh and has done surgery on a four foot long shark"  She continues to work as a vet-
erinarian at the aquarium Underwater Adventures in the Mall of America.  Dr. Kizer has three small children, a shih-tzu 
named Cody and a cat named Smokey. amy.kizer@lexingtonpetclinic.com

DR. AMY KIZER: 

Photos supplied by Bill Love
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TALES  OF THE  RENAISSANCE

Article  and photos supplied By Renee Valois

 One man asked me how he could keep all the garter snakes 
out of his basement. He claimed there were dozens and his wife got 
fed up when one started meandering around the living room---no 
doubt looking for a cozy spot to bask in the sunlight.
 Another tipsy and shirtless young man with lots of piercings 
crouched in front of my corn snake and stroked Daguerre for quite 
awhile as he told me how much he loved snakes. Numerous times. 
Although he’s from Alaska he said it’s #*!%# cold in Minnesota---
way colder here than up there. (Hmm. Perhaps wearing a shirt might 
help him feel a bit warmer.)
 When a little blonde girl found out my snake was three 
years old she cried “I’m three!” She had to pet her new friend for a 
long time and inspect his funny tongue that kept moving in and out. 
“Why does he do that?” I don’t think she could quite get her head 
around the idea that he used his tongue to smell things.
 A day at the Ren Fest is " lled with encounters that range 
from the hilarious to the heartwarming.  
 Jennifer Hensley remembers when a " lm crew came out 
to shoot part of a documentary; Bill Moss picked up his seven-foot 
alligator Smiley and threw her over his shoulder. Smiley’s tail hooked 
the edge of Bill’s kilt in back, lifting it up in an unseemly fashion. If 
Bill had been wearing the kilt “regulation” (with no undergarments) 
the " lm might have earned an adult rating.
 Ellen Heck says once when she took Angus the tortoise out 
for a walk around the grounds she encountered a young couple and 
their crying two-year-old. The parents told their child to “look at the 
turtle!” and he immediately became interested in Angus. The toddler 
eagerly followed Angus around, occasionally dropping a penny or 
coin in the donation cup strapped to the tortoise’s shell. After a half 
hour of this Ellen thought the parents must be getting bored and asked 

if they didn’t want to do something else, given all the entertain-
ment at the Festival. They told her that for the " rst two hours their 
kid had cried NONSTOP. He didn’t quit screaming until he saw 
the tortoise. The family ended up trailing Angus for his entire two 
hour shift. The parents took turns ducking into the shops they 
passed during the tortoise walk. When Angus returned to Como 
Cottage, the family moved on to petting all the snakes.   
 At the cottage, Rick Lucas wears deep-red-tinted 
contact lenses that give him an eerie appearance. Sometimes he’ll 
trick visitors by wearing blue tinted lenses over the red ones and 
then take them off to reveal his “real” scarlet eyes. On the other 
hand, one of his favorite lines is “The snakes are real; the eyes are 
not.”
 That’s a necessary disclaimer given that “Is that real?” 
is a question lots of visitors ask about the reptiles---even as the 
animals are actively moving around and $ icking their tongues in 
and out.  
 “Is that poisonous?” is another common question---as if 
we’d invite little kids to come and pet deadly, venomous snakes. 
It doesn’t matter how harmless a snake looks either---in many 
people’s minds, just the fact that it’s a snake means it’s dangerous. 

 It’s rewarding to get people who are afraid of snakes to 
come over and touch one and discover that they’re not so scary 
after all. Many people get surprisingly excited that they’ve actu-
ally touched a real live snake for the very " rst time in their lives.  
 Even after touching a snake, some visitors will cry 
“oooh, it’s slimy!” simply because that’s what they’re expecting. 
We point out that the snake feels cool and looks shiny but is not 
actually wet or slimy. You can see the wheels start turning in their 
heads.
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ENAISSANCE  FESTIVAL
 Many children come by to see the animals---sometimes 
the same youngsters return over and over. Como Cottage is clearly 
their favorite part of the festival. Smaller kids often want a snake 
or lizard stamped on the back of their hand. (We have a couple of 
stamps and ink pads.) Some want the snake stamped on every bare 
patch of skin and parents have to draw the line, talking tykes out 
of also getting snakes on forehead and cheeks.
 Sarah Richard and Jennifer say that any time someone 
! nds a toad, salamander, turtle or snake on Festival grounds, they 
bring it to Como Cottage (because we’re the Royal Herpetologi-
cal Society, after all)" One salamander got taken home by MHS 
members and lived for years afterwards. Most animals are released 
into the Cottage garden, safely away from the thousands of feet 
treading the ground outside the fence.
 One year, people kept bringing little brown snakes to the 
cottage. Jennifer says there must have been 20 that year. She won-
ders if they were starting to migrate toward their winter quarters, 
given that it was late fall. Sarah thinks that because it was getting 
cooler at night, they were simply coming out to bask more often in 
the sunlight.
 Of course, reptiles and amphibians aren’t the only 
creatures brought to Como Cottage. When villagers ! nd rodents, 
they also bring them over in the hope that the snakes will eat them. 
(Lots of people want to watch the snakes eat.) However, because 
wild mice can carry diseases and also once a snake is fed it can’t 
be handled, the resident rodents don’t become reptile treats.
 Many people who come to see the animals actually love 
reptiles and just want to talk about them with others who share 
their passion for herps.   
 Pete Kazeck and Josh Mahlow both have large Burmese 
Pythons that they sometimes bring out. Each remembers being 
approached by a visitor who asked a lot of questions and talked 
to them for 20-30 minutes. Afterwards, in each case, the visitor 
handed them $20 (apparently big snakes attract big bills).
 Although the Renaissance Festival is the largest fund-
raiser of the year for the MHS, the chance to educate people, 
attract new members and overcome prejudices against reptiles can 
be even more rewarding than the donations.  
And the patrons can be even more amusing than the entertainers"

An extremely drunk woman came up to pet my boa, who I was “walk-
ing” in the area in front of the Cottage.  After squeezing the animal with 
both hands, she decided she wanted to get a picture of herself lying on 
the ground next to the snake.  All I could picture was the Life maga-
zine photo from the early 80’s of Natasha Kinski wearing nothing but 
a bangle and a burmese python.  Given that my boa is MUCH smaller 
than the python, all I could think was “please keep your clothes on"”

A man in his late 50’s told me I was wrong to have my snake there.  I 
explained that she loved being out there “walking” – she got to be in 
the sunshine, she could  move about more or less as she pleased and 
just generally “stretch her legs” – and asked him what was wrong about 
it?  He replied (in complete seriousness) that snakes were evil.

A full grown bernese mountain dog came visiting our fence at the end 
of a hot afternoon.  We have bowls of water set out for the dogs, and its 
owner took the dog over to see if it was thirsty.  The dog sniffed at the 
bowl, then lay down in it.  Of course, at his size, all he could ! t were 
his front legs.  But he enjoyed it"

Two women were walking by, one pushing a stroller with a screaming 
child in it.  Now, I cannot stand children having a screaming tantrum.  
Being tired, I automatically did to him what I do to my nieces and 
nephews – I screamed back at him.  As I paused to draw breath again, I 
realized that 4 or 5 others on our fence were screaming along with me.  
As the little boy looked at me in shocked amazement, I said, Yep.  We 
can do it too, but we can do it BETTER"”  The poor boy was so embar-
rassed, he pulled down the canopy of the stroller to hide behind.  We 
did coax him out again to pet the snakes, so he smiling when he left.

By Ellen Heck
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Elections will be held at the November meeting, which will be on the 
14th to accommodate the Midwest Herpetological Symposium.

Positions are:
President
Vice-President
Treasurer
Recording Secretary
Membership Secretary
Newsletter Editor
Member-At-Large (4 positions)

Please let Ellen Heck know if you are interested in running
LNHeck@MSN.Com

2009 BOARD MEMBERS 
ELECTIONS  ARE IN NOVEMBER

Radisson Hotel Detroit-Livonia
17123 Laurel Park Drive North Livonia,
MI 48152
November 7th-9th 2008

On November 7-9th the Michigan Society of Herpetolo-
gists will be hosting the 24th Annual Midwest Symposium. 
This will be MSH’s ! rst time hosting such an event and 
it will be the largest event that MSH has ever planned. 
Throughout the course of the weekend speakers from 
around the country will be speaking about a wide range of 
topics from Conservation to Captive Care of Reptiles and 
Amphibians. On Friday we have our ! rst speaker kicking 
everything off followed by a welcome party. On Saturday 
there will be speakers presenting all day, followed by our 
Banquet, after which we will have our Auction. On Sunday 
attendees will be touring the Detroit Zoo’s Reptile and 
Amphibian buildings. 

MSH will also be providing a two day expo starting on 
Saturday and ending on Sunday. Admission to which is in-
cluded to all symposium attendees except those registered 
under the student registration. Professional breeders will 
be on hand selling reptiles and amphibians, animal related 
items, books, t-shirts, and much more.

Join us for a great weekend of excitement about Reptiles 
and Amphibians and spend time with countless others who 
share your same interest.

Registration: is just $55 if registered before January 1st 
2008, $65 if registered before September 1st and $75 
after September 1st 2008. This will include an All Access 
Pass granting you full access to all Lectures, Ice breakers, 
Hospitality Suite Parties, Auction, Zoo Tour, and Expo 
(including access during setup and at the end of the day). 
Student Registration is available for $30 but will only 
include access to Lectures, Presentations, and the Auction. 
Please see the links above to register. 

For more information please visit thier website at 
http://www.michherp.org/24midwest.html

24TH ANNUAL MIDWEST 
HERPETOLOGICAL 

SYMPOSIUM AND EXPO

Dad’s been busy, so I’m taking his place to write about our trip to the 
National Reptile Breeder’s Expo in Daytona.  Dad’s been working 
out in Miami, and I ended up getting a very rare full weekend off that 
just happened to be the weekend the show was on.  So I " ew down to 
Miami early Saturday and we left right away for the four hour trip up 
to Daytona.  We didn’t get there in time for the ! rst day (despite dad’s 
best efforts to walk in like he owned the place).  We walked around the 
city and beach a bit, found a room (which was still wet from Fay which 
hit a few days ago, and smelled oddly of cat pee).
The next day we got there before it opened, the center was packed with 
vendors, so many that they were also set up outside the arena and up in 
the bleachers.  It was a ball and boa lover’s paradise there; it seemed to 
me just about everyone was selling either balls or boas, or both.  There 
were plenty of the other common species there too, along with some 
rarer ones, some of the more memorable ones being sail! n dragons, 
albino monitors, albino iguanas, some very rare morphs with price 
tags so high you feel you need to pay just to drool over, and an albino 
gator Graziani Reptiles brought.  We spent half the day there looking 
and talking to people; one really would need to spend both days there 
just to see everything.  I highly recommend going there to anyone; I 
de! antly plan on going again, nothing beats a whole convention center 
! lled with reptiles and people who love them, and there’s something 
there for everyone.

A TRIP TO DAYTONA by Amanda Dewitt

Photos by Amanda Dewitt
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THE FIELD HERPER’S CORNER 

Hunting Snakes in West Texas is always an Adventure. One 
never knows what to expect. 

On one night in May I was driving close to midnight without 
much luck when there in the headlights was a strange sight 
indeed!. It appeared to be a rattlesnake with its neck arched in 
determination, trying to gouge out a chunk of asphalt from the 
road. 

As this was a desolate road with virtually no traf" c, I was able 
to take my time examining this spectacle. I got close and saw 
the 3 foot Crotalus Atrox was trying to dislodge a bird so # at-
ten and stuck to the pavement as to appear only 2 dimensional. 

The snake was so intent on its # at quarry as to pay me no heed 
until I loosened the # at morsel with my snake hook. Then, it 
was able to grasp the desiccated bird win its jawas and elevat-
ing its plate-like form several inches off the ground, crawled 
off the road into the dark desert. 

Needless to say, the rattlesnake could not swallow such a 
plate-like Quarry. Strange Things happen in the desert night. 

DESERT HUNGER By Terry Odegaard

When you think of Las Vegas most people think of bright lights and 
24 hour gambling.  I think of what is just outside of the city… a whole 
desert full of reptiles! My family and I took a spring break this past 
March to none other than Sin City.  For my husband, the gambling lured 
him.  My girls, Amanda and Alicia were oh so familiar with the games 
at Circus Circus as well as the awesome light shows.  I… well, I could 
only think of a good hike out in Red Rock State Park with a mission to 
" nd herps!  

Dragging the hubby away from the poker tables was quite the chal-
lenge.  But, the girls and I managed to get him away and into the rental 
car heading away from the city.  I promised a fun hike up in the colorful 
hills that lay ahead of us.  Armed with cameras, sunglasses and bottles 
of water we started our hike.

Up the hills we went on a mission to " nd anything reptilian.  We all 
spread out a bit and started looking around.  It wasn’t long before my 
husband, Vern, yelled to me.  “There is a desert tortoise over here!!!”  
Oh…  I thought.  Vern is quite the joker and often pulls fast ones on me.  
I had to take a look anyway.   OH MY GOSH!!!  There it was right in 
front of Vern’s pointing " nger!  A desert tortoise!  I immediately choked 
up with tears of excitement as I made my way over to crouch down 
beside it.  We took dozens of photos and enjoyed watching this amazing 
animal as it made it’s way around the rocks looking for grasses to eat.  It 
was very dif" cult to take my eye off of it and move on and continue our 
adventure.

Soon after we walked away from the tortoise, Amanda spotted what she 
described as a ‘big black lizard’.  It ducked under some rocks before 
any of us could see what it was. We all waited patiently for this mysteri-
ous lizard to reappear.  Out from under the rocks it showed itself, even 
though it was quite aware of our presence.  It was a Chuckwalla!  How 
cool is that!  This trip was becoming more interesting and fun for every-
one… even Vern forgot about gambling for a while.  Unlike the tortoise, 
this guy kept disappearing every time any of us moved.  We did manage 
to get some nice photos of him regardless.  

As we moved on we spotted many more Chuckwallas and several little 
lizards zipping around as we hiked.  The sun was getting hot and we 
decided to " nd a good rock to rest on for a few minutes before moving 
on.  Alicia, my youngest found a rock the perfect height and approached 
it.  She spotted the next lizard posing very still on her rock.  It was so 
still even as we approached that we thought it may be dead!  As we got 
closer (within a few feet) it raised up from its laying position and looked 
at us but didn’t run away.  It was a beautiful Collared Lizard!  It seemed 
to be posing for us to take pictures.  After everyone had " lled their 
minds and cameras with its beauty, Alicia came within inches of touch-
ing it before it ran away.

There seems to be a theme here.  Everyone is " nding reptiles!  Everyone 
but me.  The one most interested in " nding reptiles!  Thank goodness 
for their sightings!  I may have missed it all if I had ventured out on my 
own.  My family isn’t  exactly the quietest or most patient of herpers.

We all enjoyed the hike we had in the hills that day to the 
point the heat of the sun didn’t matter anymore.  We all had 
smiles on our faces and a lot of stories to tell to our family 
and friends back home.  Not to mention the pictures telling 
stories of their own.  Our two young herpers have gained 
a whole new interest in reptiles.  Everyone agreed that this 
trip was well worth it!

By Laurie GrasselHERPING AS A FAMILY
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Photos: Collard Liz-
ard and Chuckwalla 
supplied by Laurie 
Grassel. 
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For Sale : 

So Fresh!
So Reasonable!!!

Order your 
MHS
Rodents 
Today!!!

Your Business Card 
Size Ad Here

Only $5 per month....
$55 per year 

Mice:
Pinkies     $7/dz
Fuzzies     $7/dz
Hoppers   $8/dz 
Adults      $10/dz 

Rats
Weaned        $ 17/dz
Sm Adults    $18/dz
Med Adults  $24/dz
Lg Adult       $30/dz
Jumbo           $36/dz

For pick-up at monthly meetings only.  Orders must 
be placed 10 days in advance of the meeting in or-
der to guarantee availability - after that, it’s luck of 
the draw.  Orders may be placed at the meeting for 
the following month’s orders, or by sending an e-
mail to Christina Danathar at rodentorders@yahoo.
com. Phone Orders no longer accepted. 

Frozen Rabbits : all sizes. Prices very reasonable  - pinkies to 
adults.  Jim Daluge  763.295.2818

THE NEWS LETTER OF THE MINNESOTA HERPETOLOGICAL SOCIETY              OCTOBER 2008            VOLUME 28              NUMBER 10

Captive Bred Fire Salamanders:
2 years Old 3.5 inches $45 Each or 3 for $100
4 years Old 5.5 - 6 Inches  $65 each or 2 for $100
Call Craig at 952-368-9689 will deliever to MHS Meeting

Kenyan Sand Boas, Normals and Morphs 
Available; Can deliver to Meetings, Contact Chris 
Smith at csmith@captivebredherps.com
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