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*e Purpose of the Minnesota Herpetological Society is to:

- Further the education of the membership and the general public in care
and captive propagation

- Educate the members and the general public in the ecological role of
reptiles and amphibians;

- Promote the study and conservation of reptiles and amphibians.

*e Minnesota Herpetological Society is a non-pro®t, tax-exempt orga-
nization. Membership is open Newsletter is published monthly to provide
its members with information concerning the society'sto all individuals
with an interest in amphibians and reptiles. se Minnesota Herpetologi-
cal Society activities and a media for exchanging information, opinions
and resources.

General Meetings are held at Borlaug Hall, Room 335 on the St. Paul
Campus of the University of Minnesota on the ®rst Friday of each month
(unless there is a holiday con ict). «e meeting starts at 7:00pm and lasts
about three hours. Please check the MHS Voice mail for changes in
schedules or cancellations.

Ads or Notices must be submitted no later than the night of the General
Meeting to be included in the next issue. Longer Articles will be printed

as time and space allows and should be in electronic File format if possible.
See Inside back cover for ad rates.

Submissions may be sent to:

«e Minnesota Herpetological Society

Attn: Newsletter Editor

Bell Museum of Natural History

10 Church St. SE.

Minneapolis, MN 55455.0104

Please send email to mhsnewseditor@yahoo.com

SNAKE BITE EMERGENCY

Cover Animal Plains Garter Snake
By Jeff LeClere and www.herpnet.net

HenNNEPIN REGIONAL PO1SON CENTER 800.764.7661
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February has 2 speakers:
Scott Lanyon And Jamie

Pastika By Ellen Heck

*is month's meeting featured two speakers. +e ®trwas
Scott Lanyon. Scott is the director of the Bell Musn
of Natural History. For those who don't know theskory
of the Herp Society, the club has been associaitdthe
museum since it was founded almost 27 years ago. *
museum itself was established in 1872, and hasdiden
current location, 10 Church Street SE, since the 1930’

*e museum is proposing to build a new facility,
to be located at approximately Cleveland and Largentu
Avenues. «e new building will not only house theol-
lections, but will include a caf€, gift shop, megtand
lecture facilities and a 300 seat auditorium. «éng
housing the collections could be closed o at high
lowing groups like, oh, say, the Herp Society, te tise
facilities after hours.

Outdoors, the site will be landscaped with nativanive-
sota plants and trees, and will include a 1 acre paeeb
enough to not freeze out in the winter. «e faciitwill
have about 100 parking spots. Negotiations are wnaler
with a nearby credit union to provide up to 1000 ower
parking spaces.

e cost of the new building will be approximately $3
million and will take about 2 years to completeissin-
cludes the cost of the building and moving (mos$the
current collection, including 11 of the 16 famouerdr
mas. Landscaping will probably come to an additi&da
million. Private funding is expecting to cover $hilion,
and the Bell is asking for $24 million from the Iglgiture
in the current session, a previous request having been
turned down.

*e museum is asking the help of interested people to
lobby the legislature to support the funding. eis @ans
individuals contacting their representatives and shgw
support for the proposal. Scott explained that rinest
eeective ways (in descending order of esectiveness
reach your representative are: talking to them fadace
(not always easy to do), calling them (e-ectivednly

if you reach the right person), by letter, by eraaidl by
petition (yes, actually mailing a letter is moreeiive
than email, which may get ®ltered). He also oeesethe
tips on how to communicate with your representative
eeectively:
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My name is <your hame>

| am a resident of your district <your address>
| am contacting you about <the Bell Museum>
| support this because <your ideas>

Please vote for <the Bell Museum>

Aunt Ellen's advice * keep your ideas concise arldet
point. eese people read a lot of correspondencégtier
that is too long or rambling will, at best, be skirad
through. Don't be negative or threatening; this wilbke
the reader defensive and less receptive to whatrgou a
saying. Instead, emphasize the positive pointshaitw
you want to them to do. Remember to triple-check
spelling, punctuation and grammar; few things are more
0e-putting in a letter than typos.

Information on the new building, including links tmn-
tact your representative, can be found here:http://www
bellmuseum.org/future_museum.html

e second speaker was Jamie Pastika. Jamiedgiaty
member and, with his wife, has created the Repti a
Amphibian Discovery Zoo. eis is a traveling zoof @ver
50 herps, providing interactive educational progrants
even oeering a 5 day 2zookeeper experience® pragram
Jamie has worked at several zoos in Florida, ami ma-
merous ®eld herping trips to various countriessffake
back in 2006 about his trip to Peru).

In 2003, he took a 1 , week trip to Belize and Gueahala
with a fellow Orlando zookeeper. Both countries iane
mediately south of Mexico in Central America. Adiigh
there is a certain amount of unrest in that Jamie $edn
didn't encounter any problems during their trip.

*e ®rst stop was the Belize Zoo. Side note: tlésthe
only zoo in Belize and is unique in that it keepyo
native animals. Here, they stayed in a nearby cabin
Unfortunately, it was the dry season * April, ahd et
season doesnt start until May + which is not caridel to
herping. +ey did, however, spot a white-lipped frognd
an unidenti®ed tarantula.

Next, it was down into central Belize, a tropical éyest.
Here they spotted a scorpion mud turtle, a smallipad-
ic turtle common in Central and South America. se
also spotted the Central American slider. At aaesant,
they noticed a house gecko, Hemidactylus frenatigs.
is, of course, an introduced species, normally fonnd

Asia. )
Continued on page 3
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Continued from page 2

ey also spotted the famous, or infamous, cane or
marine toad, bufo marinus. eese animals are prolyabl
best known for the trouble they are causing in Aldistra
where they were imported for pest control. ey arsal
known for having large poison glands, and the téepo
are toxic as well. Other species found were the emnedk
gartersnake and a milky treefrog, which according to
Jamie 200zed® a milky toxin.

Not spotted (yet) was the Morelet's crocodile. If you
caught Jamie's talk on Peru, you'll know that hedas
penchant for the crocodilians, and will go to gresigths
to see them. «ey proved elusive, however, untd-@'
speciman was spotted. Keep in mind, the mostiefic
way to go after these animals is at night, wheigtat |
can be used to spot the eye-shine. So Jamie whsgya
chest-deep in water, at night, when he spotteddiaco-
dile. He managed to grab it and tuck it under aim,
but in doing so lost the "ashlight. When he readHer
the light, the crocodile thrashed and got away, Hmtt
before leaving an inch-long gash on Jamie's palime as
admitted, hanging on to it by the snout may haverba
mistake.

e only venomous snake they spotted on their tiyas
the fer-de-lance, a 15°-18° speciman, crossing the.ro
*is species is considered very quick and fast mgyin
irritable and prone to biting. Females can get glatge.
Of far less deadly dispostion was a 6'-7' tigesrake; it
not only tolerated being put in a tree for photasJamie
was able to get a atiger by the tail® picture as.wel

Some none-herp animals incuded the howler monkeys,
known locally as baboons, which well deserve tiaaire.
ey also spotted a guan bird, which is a type ofkay
and, according to Jamie, every bit as odd lookinges
ones we have here. While by a river, they spottzgia,

a threatened species.

Not all time was spent with wildlife; they did stop

to visit some Mayan ruins. Getting there was rather
interesting; they found a driver willing to take the
there for $10. He solicited more passengers, howsver
Jamie and Sean ended up taveling with about 20r othe
people, plus assorted livestock. ¢en the bus vebtl
start. Eventually they popped the clutch while diag
downhill, staright towards a river. «e bus ®nakyarted
about 10' from the river, and skidded to a halt at®ju
short of it.

http://www.theradzoo.com/

http://www.belizezoo.org/
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EDGE Amphibians — the world’s

weirdest creatures just got weirder

A gigantic, ancient relative of the newt, a drawipigr
sized frog, a limbless, tentacled amphibian and radbli
see-through salamander have all made it onto afitie
world's weirdest and most endangered creatures.

ZSL EDGE program is today launching the EDGE Am-
phibians conservation and fundraising initiativehish
highlights some of the world's most extraordinaryaere
tures currently threatened with extinction. «is yeatSL
scientists have assessed all amphibian speciasliagco
to how Evolutionarily Distinct and Globally Endanged
(EDGE) they are.

3se EDGE amphibians are amongst the most re-
markable and unusual species on the planet andryet
alarming 85% of the top 100 are receiving little or n
conservation attention and will become extinctdfian

is not taken now.° Helen Meredith, EDGE Amphibians
coordinator, commented. 2eese animals may not beteu
and cuddly, but hopefully their weird looks and biza
behaviors will inspire people to support their canse
tion®

ZSL has identi®ed and is starting work to protest bf
the most unusual and threatened EDGE amphibian spe-
cies this year, including:

1) Chinese giant salamander (salamander that caw gro
up to 1.8m in length and evolved independently fralin
other amphibians over one hundred million years befo
Tyrannosaurus rex)

2) Sagalla caecilian (limbless amphibian with sgnso
tentacles on the sides of its head)

3) Purple frog (purple-pigmented frog that was onig-d
covered in 2003 because it spends most of the yeiadb
up to 4m underground)

4) Ghost frogs of South Africa (one species is found
only in the traditional human burial grounds of S&&in
Gorge in Table Mountain, South Africa)

5) Olm (blind salamander with transparent skin that
lives underground, hunts for its prey by smell aretieb
sensitivity and can survive without food for 10rgga

6) Lungless salamanders of Mexico (highly endangered
salamanders that do not have lungs but instead becat
through their skin and mouth lining)

7) Malagasy rainbow frog (highly-decorated frog that
in ates itself when under threat and can climb ieat
rock surfaces)
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8) Chile Darwin's frog (a frog where fathers proteat th Se€e£f,, ... Tf 7€ %o STEZ <ToF7,;:

young in their mouths, this species has not beeriatly

seen since around 1980 and may now be extinct) MARCH : Douglas A. Rossman

9) Betic midwife toad (toads that evolved from aHens 2le Garter Snakes and their Relatives: A
over 150million years ago + the males carry th#ifed Continental Model of Adaptive Radiation®
eggs wrapped around their hind legs) presented by Douglas A. Rossman (Dept. of

10) Gardiner's Seychelles frog (perhaps the woridals Biology, Luther College) .

est frog, with adults growing up to just 11mm in lemgt Doug has had a deep and abiding interest
+ the size of a drawing pin) in New World natricine snakes ever since
he ®rst met Roger Conant in 1952. Doug's
Dr Jonathan Baillie, Head of the EDGE program, com- doctoral dissertation at the Univ. of Florida
mented, @Tragically, amphibians tend to be the ever . . . . .
looked members of the animal kingdom, even thougk o in 1961 was a systematic revision of the r'_b'
in every three amphibian species is currently thresden bon snakes, and over the years he has writt
with extinction, a far higher proportion than thaf bird papers dealing with nearly ev ery other spe-
or mammal species. €ese species are the canarig®i cies oflamnophis , as well as the other New
coalmine® £ they are highly sensitive to factorhascli- World natricine genera. Field

mate change and pollution, which lead to extinctiand . .
are a stark warning of things to come. If we losarth work throughout Mexico and the United

other species will inevitably follow. €e EDGE progm States has allowed him to
strives to protect the world's forgotten species ansure become familiar with all but a few species
that the weirdest species survive the current extinct in their natural habitats, which has been a

crisis and astound future generations with theiraat-

dinary uniqueness. valuable adjunct to laboratory examinations

Doug's studies of garter snake systematics

EDGE (Evolutionarily Distinct and Globally Endan- were summarized in 1996 in the book THE
gered) animals are those with few close relatives and GARTER SNAKES: EVOLUTION AND

are highly distinct genetically. €ese animals arsaal ECOLOGY, which he co-authored with
extre_mely e_ndangered and desperately in need _of im- Neil Ford and Rich Seigel.

mediate action to save them from becoming extingt. B .

mathematically combining a measure of each species'’ Most of Doug's research was conducted at
unique evolutionary history with its threat of exttion, the Louisiana State

the scientists are able to give species an EDGEevanhd University Museum of Natural Science

rank them accordingly. In January 2007, the EDGEnea from which he retired at the end

assessed all mammal species and rele_ase_d thethist of of 1998. Since that time he has been a re-
top 100 EDGE mammal species. €e scientists havemno

done the same for all amphibian species (frogsmsaia search associate ir_‘ biology
ders and caecilians) and have found that 85 ofdpel 00 at Luther College in Decorah, lowa. Cur-
are receiving little or no conservation attention. rently, he and Je" Boundy

(his last doctoral student at LSU) are well

Amphibians are declining as a result of a range tkreat
along on a study

including habitat destruction, pollution, climatéhange

and disease. Scientists at the Zoological Sociehpn- tentatively entitled #le lamnophiine
don (ZSL) are currently researching the diseases agct Skull: Evolution and Systematic Implica-
amphibians, with particular focus on the chytrid fus, tions.°

which is implicated in mass mortality events gldypal

Special thanks Alice Henchley to the Zoological 8be A°fCE#White Snake Sale
of London for allowing us to reprint this article. ’

http://www.zsl.org/
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