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*e Purpose of the Minnesota Herpetological Society is to:

- Further the education of the membership and the general public in care
and captive propagation

- Educate the members and the general public in the ecological role of
reptiles and amphibians;

- Promote the study and conservation of reptiles and amphibians.

*e Minnesota Herpetological Society is a non-pro®t, tax-exempt orga-
nization. Membership is open Newsletter is published monthly to provide
its members with information concerning the society'sto all individuals
with an interest in amphibians and reptiles. se Minnesota Herpetologi-
cal Society activities and a media for exchanging information, opinions
and resources.

General Meetings are held at Borlaug Hall, Room 335 on the St. Paul
Campus of the University of Minnesota on the ®rst Friday of each month
(unless there is a holiday con ict). «e meeting starts at 7:00pm and lasts
about three hours. Please check the MHS Voice mail for changes in
schedules or cancellations.

Ads or Notices must be submitted no later than the night of the General
Meeting to be included in the next issue. Longer Articles will be printed
as time and space allows and should be in electronic File format if possible.
See Inside back cover for ad rates.

Submissions may be sent to:

«e Minnesota Herpetological Society

Attn: Newsletter Editor

Bell Museum of Natural History

10 Church St. SE.

Minneapolis, MN 55455.0104

Please send email to mhsnewseditor@yahoo.com

SNAKE BITE EMERGENCY

HenNNEPIN REGIONAL PO1SON CENTER 800.764.7661
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ALETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT. to make sure all foreign material has been remdrad

As announced at the last meeting the intial clean up andthé-soil before adding them into the cage.

sessment will be sunday June 29th at 9 am. The <nal clean o

up and July 27th at 9 am. Depending upon the assessmertoth the panther and Jackson’s chameleons like it
and what more needs to be done there may be more dat@&ond 85 DegF for a daytime high temperature,-cool
come. ing down to about 60 DegF at night. The veilels |t a

If anyone knows of any weathered lumber that may be défle warmer during the day, about 95 Deg F. Tsfisuld
tated please let me know. There are some repairs needifRftd fairly constant temperature throughout theeeag

be done and | would like to do those. unlike snakes; chameleons don’t seem to need ak muc

Please come to cottage in clothes that you do not mind géifiation between warm and cool spots. The cagelgh
ting dirty"\ have a good UVB bulb. Bruce uses a light metenéa-

For any other information please email us at comocottagéi@e the actual UVB emitted by the bulbs, sincy ten

gmail.com

Have a great day"
See you soon"
Jennifer

JUNE SPEAKER BRUCE LARsoN AND FL
CHAMS By Ellen Heck

June’s speaker was Bruce Larson from FL Chams. FL
Chams is actually owned by his son-in-law Micha&rvi
ge and sells a large variety of chameleons. Bhimself
got into the breeding about a year ago. Most ofcBis
talk centered around veiled and panther chameleuitis,
some information on Jackson’s as well. Of thegesdid
that the veiled are the easiest to keep; panthera hit
more difecult and the Jackson’s are the hardeetep,
being a bit more fragile.

Veiled chameleons are native to Yemen and Satath A
bia. They are easily distinguished by the distoagque
on their heads. Males can grow to about 2’ lonith w
females being much smaller. They are mainly graén,
though they vary from lime green to almost blusliade.
Panthers are from Madagascar, with distinct cohomc
patterns, depending on the specisc locale on stend
where they (or their ancestors) originate. Makas grow
up to 20" in length; females are about half thaesiJack-
son’s chameleons have a set of 3 horns and aréesmal
— adults are about 12" in length. They are oritjinfrom
Tanzania, although a feral population has beerbksited
in Hawaii. Unlike the other 2 species, they givelbto
live offspring.

For housing, they will live happily in an appraely
sized screen enclosure. Itis a good idea to haveas-
ily removable bottom tray, to simplify the cagehefe
should be a number of vertical and horizontal bhasc
for the animal to climb on. Pygmy chameleons can b
housed in tanks. In both cases, Bruce recommesidg u
artiecial plants. In the erst place, it simples the keeping
of the animals — only one thing in the cage needset
kept alive. Also, the owner doesn't have to wabput
the toxicity of the plants, since chameleons, beinmi-
vores, will almost certainly attempt to eat anynpéain
their cage. If you do use live plants, Bruce reo@nds
checking their website for a list of recommendadicend

sometimes be faulty. A basking light, with an ipersive
hood from Home Depot, should also be set up.

Humidity is important, particularly for the paetis, who
come from a fairly humid environment. Wateringteyss
are available commercially to provide moisture save
times a day, although something as simple as diplas
cup with a hole in the bottom works as well. Hdrede
misters are also a good idea. The Jackson’s &lsdsa
lot of humidity, but not a lot of heat.

Several animals can be housed in the same emeldsu
it is large enough — and not more than one is male.
though chameleons tend to be sociable, males aiie
rial. Also, Bruce says that if the males and feraalre
kept together, it is actually harder to get therbrteed.
As for breeding, the panthers are easier than¢fed;
just show the opposite genders to each other andate
ready to go. The veiled chameleons seem to ndittba
more preparation to get them to breed.

For feeding, happy, gut-loaded crickets are tualfof
choice, with various worms added for variety. QGait
and mineral supplements should be given. Brucs bay
feeds his males about 8 3/4—sized crickets in thenm
ing, and if all of them are gone, maybe a few morthe
afternoon. It is important not to put too manyckats in
the cage at a time, since if the animal doesn’tlean all
at once, the crickets can start to feed on the ekeon.
An autopsy of a wild-caught veiled showed a widaets
of foods, including snails. However, unless yoa surre
of where the snails come from, it is probably bettet to
feed these to a chameleon, as they may have pwasit

The males seem to live a bit longer than the fema
about 5-7 years. They can also be fairly persanabl
Most of them time, the advice is to not handle ceam
leons more than absolutely necessary. Bruce talkedt
Floyd, (all the male breeders are named after chers
on the Andy Grifeth show), a veiled who would ride
around on his shoulder. Apparently Floyd wouldgber
contentedly, and since he wasn'’t being actively man
handled, this did not seem to be a problem. Thk-Ja
son’s seems to be a little more delicate and feaghen it
comes to handling.

http://www.!chams.com/
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, MHS Needs \Volunteers:
NEXT MONTH's SPEAKER BRAD Holiday Banquet Committee Chair

BAYsINGER: AkA THE SNAKE GURU.
Please contact Jennifer Hensley

Hello, my name is Brad Baysinger; | was born here in Min-
nesota in 1977. Even from a very early age | was completely - | 1
fascinated by all manner of creepy of crawlies snakes, lizards, - | e
turtles, the weirder the better. As most youngsters | started . | 2
out keeping locally available herps. (Blessed with tolerant

parents). | got my Irst exotic species when | was 10, and Ball
Python named #Flash# that resided with me through on comlng_h_
years and through high school along with other reptiles.

Things have pretty much #snow-balled# since, I've ke
many, many different species from mantis to tarantulas, geckad
to monitors, turtles to tortoises, frogs, salamanders you name
it, however there has always been one steadily kept species in
my life from day one, snakes.

| currently keep a modest collection ranging from
colubrids to large constrictors. Boas and Pythons have alway
been my favorites, though some of the smaller colubrids | ha
also found uniquely fascinating. Truth be told though I'm an
easy to man to please if it's a serpent | enjoy it, in fact | get
just as much enjoyment from keeping corn snakes as do an
the others. The only non-snake in my collection is an Alligato
Snapping Turtle I've had since he was but a few weeks out o
the egg.

20 some-odd years of keeping snakes and other herps
and | have yet to tire of it. | truly love this hobby and can think
of no better way to spend my time. To that end | have also
recently started up a home business focusing on custom snake
handling equipment. When | started The Snake Guru.com 2
years ago it was with the express purpose to full-!ll a niche

Th e Ado tlon Re o) rt that has been quite over-looked. Unlike most snake hook
p p manufacturers there really is no limit to the style and design of
This month was kind of odd. your hook, but it's not just style it is usability. Currently | have

Hopefully not setting a trend we had 8 Red Eared Sliders up. Bad jokes several Sty'es and designs that are on|y available through my

aside, if anyone has a constructive idea about what to do with thege : -
e T orea e e Wila I i s I s o] site. | also boast the strongest python hooks available, and an

this group | believe that we will be forced to limit the number we take ~ Ultra-light hook that weighs 2 ounces but can support 3 plus

in from public agencies in the near future. pounds in weight. | am also the !rst ever to manufacture and e
In addition we had: rgonomic snake hook.

2;2’)(”;?:1&””'9 At this point in my life | pretty much eat, sleep, and

2 Leopard Gecko's breath snakes, there isn't a moment that goes by I'm not think-
a Brazilian Rainbow Boa ing of them, or something to do with them. | dare say they will
and a couple of Common Boas. always be a huge part of my lifg

All found homes with the exception of the Box turtle who came bagk
home with me. He was joined mid week by his companion who hapl .
also fallen off the same 3rd story deck. His fellow "yer was not so Brad Baysinger

lucky and hit the concrete apron and broke into 4 pieces. We used The Snake Guru.com
epoxy and cable ties to stabilize the injuries and amazingly she is till

alive. It was a sobering reminder that turtles can climb much bette
than we think and if you are keeping your animals outside you negd to
make sure that they are secure.

Sarah Richard
Adoption Chair
Minnesota Herpetological Society
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A GECKO STO RYBYSARAH vcneal  FIRST BREEDING = SUCCESS

. - . By Sonja
After several disappointingly unsuccessful attempts at incubat- y J

ing the eggs of my eyelash crested geckos, | actually found a baby

gecko wandering around my house. The beginning of June was a very exciting time for us"

. . Wednesday morning, June 4th, the Irst little hatchling in
I mistook this little guy for dust or shoe marks, maybe because | our very Irst breeding project (Normal X Normal Ball

had just spent the whole day cleaning. Before | Igured out that hePython) pipped. Two more followed that day. By the next
was alive, | remember thinking: How weird that | just dusted ever¥ﬁorning all ve .had pipped and we waiting a-nxiously

where, and here's a piece of dust shaped like a gecko. for them to emerge. It wasn't until the morning of June

. . . 6th, however, that we found three of the !ve hatchlings
| even gave the piece of dust a little nudge with the toe of my Sho‘éompletely out of their shells and transferred them into

When 't didn,’t move, : Iooked”more closely. He was looking at Meyeir o\ enclosures. Another one followed a couple hours
with a “what’s going on here?” expression. later, and the last by that afternoon.

I scooped_ him up into some Tuppe_rware and showed my qaught_eif’eople are surprised by and/or have questioned our choice
and her_frlend who screamed and jumped up and down with eXCItRy |at the female (Zena) brood her own eggs. It is just not
ment — just what every frightened baby gecko needs. | gave themcommonplace these days. It was something that we both
the assignment of making a habitat for the little guy so he could felt we wanted to experience, though, at least this !rst

have a break. time, and we wanted our boys to see it, too. It just seemed

ied to 1 how i ibl h hi Ko natural. We monitored her closely - keeping an eye on
| tried to igure out how it was possible to have this gecko just g temp., humidity level, etc. She was housed in the top

walking around my house. All cages are secure; all geckos preseqtawer of a rack system - lined with sphagnum moss - in

and accounted for. our temp. controlled reptile room. There was a rectangular
dish, also !lled with moss, provided for her to lay her eggs
in - which she did. She had access to fresh water and was
offered food about every 10 - 14 days - which she never
accepted. From the time she laid her eggs, which was on
April 10th, it appeared that she had laid 5 eggs. We never
lifted her off them, though, or disturbed her in anyway -
except, of course by opening the drawer to monitor the
humidity, etc. We did discover one slug while we were
watching the hatchlings pip. It looked like and was as hard
as a rock towards the bottom of her pile. (So this clutch
really had 5 eggs and one slug.)

We ended up with 5 healthy babies and Zena appears to
be doing great" In addition to the utter amazement | felt
when | saw those hatchlings pipping - which literally gave
Then | remembered that a few weeks earlier, | had transplanted me goose bumps” - And, I'm not kidding" | also witnessed
some plants. Some were getting too big for the crested gecko ~ something else that surprised me and would only be able
habitats, and he must have gotten repotted, then placed in an eate be witnessed with maternal incubation. Zena remained
facing window with the rest of the transplants. It was warm enoughh her eggs during the entire hatching process. The !rst
for him to hatch and thrive. evening - about 10 or so hours after pipping, we watched
as one of the babies started to emerge from its egg. From
| had sort of given up on baby geckos, because the eggs we've What we had read, it typically takes 24 - 36 hours for
tried to incubate always seem to implode within the last few week& hatchling to absorb the yolk into its body and for the
before they are supposed to hatch. umbilicus to close, so we knew this would’ve been too
early. Well, Mama knew this, too. The hatchling didn’t get
So this little guy survived transplanting, being born into a world more than about 2 inches of its body (past the head) out,
with no food readily available, roaming around the house for whoand it was as if Zena's motherly instinct took over, and
knows how long and two dogs who didn’t notice his presence andhe was telling her baby, “No, no, baby, it's not time yet™".
eat him. She looked at it and then made her body twitch right next
to that egg. Each of the 3 times | withessed this, (twice the

Trouper at two weeks, next to a penny for size comparison.

We decided to name him Trouper. Continued on page 6
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Continued from page 4

"rst night, and once the next day with a different hatch- Beginning Checkbook Balance: $26,300.41
ling), the hatchling quickly retreated back into its egg and Income:
remained there when she did this# | would have never se¢n '
that if we had arti"cially incubated and it's something I'll Membership $340.00
always remember#
Library Fines $0.00
With her hatchlings all out of their eggs and doing well on| Rafle $47.00
their own, Zena resumed eating on June 7th.
This has been an amazing experience for my whole family# Adoption $45.00
We will never forget this and hope it's just the "rst of manyj
successful breedings to come# Rodent Sales $434.00
(By the way, we adopted Nike, the Ball Python that sired Hands Ons $50.00
this clutch, from the MN Herp. Society in April of 2007.)
Sales $0.00
Total income: $916.00
Expense:
Newsletter $1,315.70
Misc. prt/post. $45.00
Program $100.00
Supplies $12.85
Hands On $10.00
Rodent cost $832.09
Adoption cost $120.00
Student Org $25.00
Voicemail $276.96
Pet Fair $10.00
Total Expense $2,737.60
Cash increase/(decrease) ($1,821.60(
Other*
Ending Checkbook Balance: $24,478.81
Placement of cash holdings
Checking account $24,478.81
Paypal acct $100.00
Cash on hand $155.00

Total

$24,733.81
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